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Summary 
	The article by 	Bartels (2020, May 21) discusses therapid change in the ideologies between the Democrats and Republicans during Trump’s presidency. The author affirms that there is a widening gap regarding the political attitudes of people supporting the different parties. The journalist shows that the loyalty of the supporters of the two parties has also grown as they are more likely to support their party’s candidates and disapprove those who betray the group’s ideologies. 
	Bartels (2020, May 21, pp. 1) bases his argument from a YouGov survey that involved 736 Republicans and 930 democrats to determine their changing attitudes between the years 2017 and 2020. The results show that the negative attitudes of the democrats towards Trump have risen from 2017 to 2020 from 71% to 81%. Nevertheless, the republicans who gave him ten out of ten-rank increased from 28% to 48%. Bartels (2020, May 21, pp. 1) adds that another change that was noted is the shared attitude towards members who go against the party’s preferred version of reality. The author gives an example of Mitch McConnell, a Republican, who publicly criticized Trump. In 2017, most of the republicans considered him as unfavorable, but this attitude changed drastically in 2020 after he demonstrated conspicuous loyalty to the president. 
	The article by Bartels also shows that the significant changes in attitude also involve perceptions in individual issues about the generosity, knowledge, and hard-working nature of the democrats. This increased change in perception from 2017 to 2020 was also in social issues such as health and redistribution of income. However, the author affirms that a more substantial increase was regarding issues emphasized by the president. For instance, regarding Trump’s regulation of immigration, the gap broadened by 50 percent from 2017 to 2020since the democrats became more opposed to the issue. Nevertheless, about cutting off environmental regulations, the gap widened by 40 percent as republicans supported the efforts. 
	Bartels (2020, May 21 pp. 2) also affirms that the shifting loyalties of the supporters of each party influence the reasons why a person may prefer to be a democrat or a republican. Additionally, the author points out that the stability of American’s loyalties emphasizes the power of supporter’s identities. For example, by 2020, 90 percent of supporters who leaned on the democrat’s ideologies still supported the party, and approximately two percent shifted to the Republican Party. On the other hand, 86 percent of those who supported the republican ideology in 2016 were still with the party in 2020, and 5 percent of them became democrats. Additionally, the authors assert that the gap between the two ideologies is too substantial that even a common challenge could not narrow it down. For instance, Bartels (2020, May 21, pp. 3) gives an example of the covid-19 pandemic, which further distinguishes the attitudes of supporters in different parties as they disagree on the seriousness of the pandemic. As such, the author concludes that political divisions in the US will continue to increase due to the differences in perceptions regarding diverse issues in society. 
Critical Analysis 
	The article by Bartels (2020, May 21) describes the political environment in the US, which is mainly shaped by different ideologies, including the democrats and the republicans. The two political parties have distinguished perceptions and attitudes towards the political administration in the country. Besides, these two divisions have become more significant during Trump’s administration due to the president’s strong opinions on issues that affect many citizens. As a staunch Republican, the president’s political actions are too different from democrats’ values, thus contributing to strong hostility between the two parties. 
	The great difference between the two political ideologies suggests a continuous polarization that will further draw Americans apart. This notion points out the need to determine the origin of political polarization in the US.Milakovich& Gordon (2013, pp.74) affirms that one of the sources of the division could be competition for power. As such, the lack of an effective centralized government is more likely to influence the competition for power (Milakovich& Gordon, 2013, pp.74). Also, these conflicts lead to the development of interest groups intending to influence their ideas in public policies. 
	The two political groups, including the republicans and democrats in the US, also demonstrate intense hostility that results from competition for influence on specific areas (Milakovich& Gordon, 2013, pp. 74). For instance, the Republicans’ party encompasses more conservatives as they appreciate America’s social and political traditions that help to strengthen the country’s identity. On the other hand, the Democrats are more likely to support progress and diversity of cultures and ideas. Therefore, these features indicate the likelihood of further divisions predicted in the article, especially when it comes to contemporary issues. 
	The reason why the article emphasizes on political polarization is that the issue affects the overall public. The public provides strong political support or opposition to the administration. As such, their opinion is more likely to incline the political balance in one direction (Milakovich& Gordon, 2013, pp. 82). Therefore, the two political parties play a challenging task in mobilizing the public to support their agenda. This notion could also indicate the reasons why political figures which show signs of disloyalties would be considered as unfavourable by the members of a party. Bartels gives an example of Mitt Romney, a Republican who revealed intentions to support the impeachment of the president. As a result, his approach cased many people, including both democrats and republicans, to dislike him. As such, this shows that the one thing that both parties may agree on is their dislike of disloyal members. 
	The article also shows that Americans are more likely to be influenced by issues that affect their personal lives. Therefore, this approach could indicate why the statistics show there was a slight change in the political divisions when discussing issues such as health and redistribution of income. These issues are more likely to cause polarization in case of major changes that may affect respective policies. This approach is different when compared to controversial topics such as environmental issues that may seem so obvious yet contribute to widening the gap between the two parties. Nevertheless, Iyengaret al. (2019, pp. 129) affirm that the democrats and the public are more likely to support laws that aim at protecting the environment. As such, this notion could also explain why more people in Bartels’s case study, encompassed democrats. However, Iyengar et al. (2019, pp. 146)affirm that the democrats have fewer effects on this issue as their attempts to make the environmental pollution regulations stricter were cut off by Trump’s administration. 
	In conclusion, the article by Bartels helps to describe the US political environment, which is mainly characterized by patrician political polarization due to different perspectives between the democrats and republicans. These divisions show a conflict of power as the two parties aim to influence their ideologies in public policies. As a result, this approach continues to widen the nation as people tend to dislike others in opposing parties. Perhaps, the only way to end polarization is to reduce the significance of politics and emphasize on the importance of universal morals when influencing politics. Consequently, this approach will help to achieve effective policies that benefit the majority and minority groups in the country. 
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